Devon Closed Masters Squash Championships 
23-24 November 20113
Report
The Devon Closed Masters Squash Championships took place at the weekend at the Devon & Exeter Squash and Racketball Club

In the oldest category (over 65) the final was a repeat of last year’s with champion Chris Boumphrey (Tiverton) beating David Hughes (Devon & Exeter) in straight games (9/4 9/2 9/3).

In the over 55 event last year’s champion Peter Reeve (Paignton) went into a two game lead against Graham Holmes (Devon & Exeter).  Holmes levelled the score against a tiring Reeves who had also entered the over 45 event and only lost to Nick Dart in five games in that semi-final.  However Reeves struck back in the fifth game to win the match 9/7 9/4 3/9 7/9 9/4.  In the semi-finals Reeve had beaten David Black (Devon & Exeter) and Holmes had beaten Brian Sherrell (Devon & Exeter) in four games.  In the over 55 Plate event Mark Mills (Exeter G&CC) beat Brian Lamb (Devon & Exeter) in four games.

In the over 45 event last year’s champion Nick Dart (Cumberland Club, London) lost to Nigel Bell (Exeter G&CC) in three hard fought games (9/4 10/8 9/4).  Bell looked to be tiring in the 2nd game but managed to save a game ball before narrowly taking the game and came through strongly in the third game to become champion having been a losing finalist on several previous occasions.  In the semi-finals Dart had beaten Peter Reeve (Paignton) 3-2 and Bell had beaten Darren Owen (Torquay) 3-0.
In the over 35 event there was an excellent final in which Christian Turner (Exeter G&CC) beat Gary Bennett (Exeter G&CC) to retain the title he won last year.  The match was much closer that the score suggests (11/6 11/6 12/10) with both players playing attacking squash with Turner also doing some excellent retrieving which kept him in rallies which Bennett looked to have won.  In the semi-finals Turner had a walk-over against Paul Gregory (Crediton) and Bennett won in five games against Ben Sutton (Torquay)
Note on scoring systems : following the systems used in the Inter-County Championships the over 35 used point-a-rally to 11 while the older groups used hand in/hand out to 9.

Captions for photo graphs:-

1. over 45 winner Nigel Bell and runner-up Nick Dart

2. back row left to right:- David Hughes (o65 r/u), Chris Boumphrey (o65 champion), Gary Bennett (o35 r/u), Graham Holmes (o55 r/u). 

Front left to right:- Peter Reeve (o55 champion), Christian Turner (o35 champion).

NB.  The over 45 final was played early so that Nick Dart could travel back to London : hence the separate photo for the o45’s. 
